Blair, Nebr. May 25th. 1896.

Rev. A. M. Andersen,

Dear Friend :-

Yeur letter ef the 20th. inst is befere us and we have
given the subjeet that yeu have enquired abeut careful censidera-
tien and we think we are suffieciently infermed te give you sat-
isfactery answers therete.

In answer te yeur first inquiry Is it lawful te inecerpera-
te a general eckurek bedy, syned er asseciatien with rights te
exercise jurisdictien all ever the United States, and fer reli-
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Nebraska."

This questien we answer in the affirmative. Under Seetien
I67 and sectiens fellewing ef Chapter I6 ef the Revised Statutes
of Nebraska fer tke year 1895 entitled "Cerperatiens" this right
is elearly given, this sectien cenferring this autherity is as
fellews :- "Churches, parishes, and secieties ef all religieus
bedies, seets and deneminatiens in this state kaving a central
geverning bedy with spiritual jurisdietien extending ever the
whele state er a part thercef being mere than six eeunties may
beceme incerperated by cemplying with the terms and previsiens
of this aet,” and ether sectiens fellewing.

By this it will be seen and understeed that the werds the
whele state er parts of the state net less than six ceunties is
net restrictive but fixes the minimum limit ef territery cevered
by the jurisdietien, in ether werds the territery may exceed the
six ceunties er may exceecd the state limits. We are eof epinien
that the cerperatien legally Termed under ®tkis Jow wiihin the -
state of Nebraska must have its central effice and prineipal
place of business within the State of Nebraska, but it may ewn
preperty and transact business anywhere within the United States,
and its steckhelders and efficers may reside within er witheut
the State of Nebraska, but as a matter ef prudence a number ef
the bsard ef directers and its chief efficers eught te reside
within the State ef Nebraska.

2. We answer the secend inquiry, that the annual meeting des-
ignated by the Statutes of the State of Nebraska and the el eetien
of oefficers thereat must be within the State ef Nebraska, at such
time and at sueh a place as designated in the articles ef inecer-
peratien., A great deal of its business may be transacted eut-
side ef the State of Nebraska after the annual meeting khas been
held and the electien of efficers thereat, such meetings and such
business transacted thereat eutside ef the state will be ecentrel-
led by the articles ef incerperatien and the cerperatiens by-
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- This 1nquiry Ras been answered abeve and we reier te Ghe
answver te inquiry number ene.
4. Te this inquiry we answer in the negative, that such an in-
stitutien as described in gquestien #4 woeuld kave ne legal identi-
ty and kave ne binding ferce in law and this answer will alse
answer inquiry 5.

Inquiry #6 is fully answered by sectien I68 and sectien IB9
of Chapter I6 abeve referred te which gives in detail the wmanner
and precedure of inecerperating, and these sectiens being semewhat
lengthy we simply refer you te them, but the manner and preeced-
ure ef incerperatien under these sectiens and this law are simple
and plain.

Inquiry #7 we answer in the megative and the preperty new
belenging te the cerperatien whese articles ef incerperatien
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have expired may centinue the business ef such cerperatien fer
the sele purpese of elesing the burl.css and canveying the prep-
erty te such persen er persens er bedy cerperate as it may cheese
this right is eclearly set eut in Seetien 143 ef Chapter I6 a-
beve referred te. Under Seetien 167 abeve queted yeur churech
may incerperate fer the purpeses ef building, eperating and
earrying en churches and church institutiens such as academies,
semenaries, church printing establiskhments and 2ll ether insti-
tutiens whiek kave for the = le aim and purpese the upbuilding
of yeur chureh in all its different branches, further ysu ver-
bally asked us vhen in eur qffice if the p@wers and rights ae-
culrcd under an ine arparatlan under any law ef this state in
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ince of Canada. That will depend largely upen the laws ef such
previnee and net kneving what they are rc cannet answer that
questisn, but we have ne deubt that yeu will find in Canada prep-
er laws whick will give yeu the rights desired.
Heping this is satisfactery te yeu, permit us te remain.
Yeurs Very Truly.
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